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A method of reading data from a storage medium, 

comprising^ 

readihg data on the storage medium in response to a 
command; 

storing th£\data in a region of memory; and 
issuing an interrupt after a predetermined portion 
of the data has been stored in memory. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising 
consulting a database to determine when to issue the 
interrupt . 



3. The method of claim 2, wherein the database 
comprises instructions for storing the data and for issuing 
the interrupt . 



4. The method of claim 2, wherein the database 
comprises a scatter/gather list. 

5^v. The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
portion of dax^is read from a first location on the storage 
medium and additiona3s<data is read from a second location on 
the storage medium, the fii^t location preceding the second 
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slocation in a direction of movement of the storage medium 
durrng reading. 

6. The method of claim 6, further comprising 
reading data from>5L third location on the storage medium in 
response to the comman^v the third location preceding the 
first and second locations a direction of movement of the 
storage medium during reading. \^ 

7 . A method by which a host processing device reads 
data from a storage medium of a disk drive, comprising: 

reading data from a first location on the storage 
medium in response to a command requesting data at a second 
location on the storage medium; and 

reading data from the second location on the storage 
medium in response to the command, the first location 
preceding the second location in a direction of movement of 
the storage medium during reading. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the first 
location is adjacent to the second location. 



9v The method of claim 7, further comprising 
reading data^^rom a third location on the storage medium in 
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response to the command, the third location following the 
second location in the direction of movement of the storage 
medium during reading. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the third 
location is adjacent to the second location. 

11. The method of claim 7, further comprising 
receiving the command from a computer program executing on 
the host processing device. 

12. The method of claim 7, further comprising 
storing data read from the first and second locations in a 
memory on the host processing device. 



3. A computer program stored on a computer- 
readable me&kim for reading data from a storage medium, the 
computer program^comprising instructions that cause a 
computer to : 

read data on the^Xtorage medium in response to a 
command; 

store the data in a regidhsOf memory; and 
issue an interrupt after a predetermined portion of 
the data has been stored in memory. 
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The computer program of claim 13, further 
comprising\ instructions that cause the computer to consult a 
database toNdetermine when to issue the interrupt. 



15. Th^ computer program of claim 14, wherein the 
database comprises instructions for storing the data and for 
issuing the interrupt 



16. The computer program of claim 14, wherein the 
database comprises a scWtter/gather list. 

17. The computer program of claim 13, wherein the 
10 predetermined portion of the\data is read from a first 

location on the storage medium and additional data is read 
from a second location on the sVorage medium, the first 
location preceding the second location in a direction of 
movement of the storage medium during reading. 



15 18. The computer program of claim 17, further 

comprising instructions that cause the Computer to read data 
from a third location on the storage medrum in response to 
the command, the third location preceding hhe first and 
second locations in a direction of movement \f the storage 

2 0 medium during reading. 
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19. A computer program stored on a computer- 
readable medium which causes a host processing device to 
read data from a storage medium of a disk drive, the 
computer program comprising instructions that cause the host 
processing device to: 

read data from a first location on the storage 
medium in response to a command requesting data at a second 
location on the storage medium; and 

read data from the second location on the storage 
medium in response to the command, the first location 
preceding the second location in a direction of movement of 
the storage medium during reading. 

20. The computer program of claim 19, wherein the 
first location is adjacent to the second location. 

2 s ! . The computer program of claim 19, further 
comprising rK^st s ruction that cause the host processing device 
to read data frhm a third location on the storage medium in 
response to the command, the third location following the 
second location in the\direction of movement of the storage 
medium during reading. 
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22. The computer program of claim 21, wherein the 
third location is adjacent to the second location. 



23. The computer program of claim 19, further 
comprising instructions that cause the host processing 
5 device to receive the command from a computer program 
executing on the host processing device. 



24. The computer program of claim 19, further 
comprising instructions that cause the host processing 
device to store data read from the first and second 
10 locations in a memory on the host processing device. 

An apparatus for reading data from a storage 
medium, composing: 

a memoryNdiich stores computer instructions; and 
a processor wlrLch executes the computer instructions 
15 to (i) read data on the storage medium in response to a 
command, (ii) store the dataNin a region of memory, and 
(iii) issue an interrupt after ^predetermined portion of 
the data has been stored in memory, 
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26. The apparatus of claim 25 1 wherein the 
processor executes computer instructions to consult a 
database to determine when to issue the interrupt. 

27. The apparatus of claim 2e\wherein the database 
5 comprises instructions for storing the data and for issuing 

the interrupt . 



)/V$^> ^"^9. The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the 

predetermined portion of data is read from a first location 
jz * on the storage mbdium and additional data is read from a 

l2 1° second location on the storage medium, the first location 

preceding the second location in a direction of movement of 
^ the storage medium during reas^Lng. 

fU 

FU 2 9. An apparatus for reading data from a storage 

y3 medium of a disk drive, comprising: 

15 a memory which stores computer instructions; and 

a processor which executes the computer instructions 

to (i) read data from a first location on the storage medium 

/ 

in response to a command requesting data at a second 
location on the storage medium, and (ii) read data from the 
2 0 second location on the storage medium in response to the 

command, the first location preceding the second location in 

- 19 - 



Attorney Docket No. 10559/111001/P7645 

a direction of movement of the storage medium during 
reading. 

30. The apparatus of claim 29, wherein the first 
location is adjacent to the second location. 
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